September 1997

LOCAL SALES - SHOWING
INCREASING TREND

Local sales of primary carbon steel products showed a slight
increasing trend from January 1996 to June 1997 as depicted

Local salesof primary carbon steel products - January
1996 to June 1997
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However, total local sales for calendar year 1996 are still 10%
below the 1995 level. Total local sales for the first six months
of 1997 are 20,3% higher than during the same period in 1996.
{The sales of profile products increased from 737 400 tons to
913 200 tons (+23,8%), while the sales of flat products in-
creased from 1 010 200 tons to 1 189 200 tons (+17,7%)}.

The declining sales from 1995 to 1996 could largely be ascribed
to the high interest rates and the lack of large building and
construction projects, which created tight business conditions
in the main steel consuming industries. The increase during the
first six months of 1997 compared to the same period in 1996
could partly be ascribed to an increase in residential building
activities on RDP projects.

It is expected that local sales of flat and profile products will
increase from 1996 to 1997.
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This edition of the South African Iron and Steel Institute's
Steelnews is the first edition ever of a newsletter for the
primary steel industry in South Africa.

The SAISI Secretariat’s Strategic Trade Development Divi-
sion's Information Service will be responsible for the publi-
cation and issuing of this newsletter.

It is contemplated that, initially, the Newsletter will be
issued on a quarterly basis.

Comments on the content and contributions for future edi-
tions are welcomed and should be sent to the Editor for
inclusion in future issues.

Steelnews Tel.: 012-3202450

SAISI Fax.: 012-3201150/ 2456
P.0.Box 6318 e-mail: saisi@iafrica.com
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Total local sales of primary carbon steel pro-
ducts for calendar years 1995 and 1996 and the
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IMPORTS INCREASED SHARPLY
FROM 1995 TO 1996....

According to statistics from
Customs and Excise, overall
imports of primary carbon
steel products increased by
36,9% from 1995 to 1996.

steel long products con-
tributed 47 900 tons or
17,1% to total primary car-
bon steel products imported
during 1996. This is 1 000
tons or 2,0% less than dur-
Of the 279 500 tons of pri- ing 1995.
mary carbon steel products
imported during 1996, flat
products contributed 231 600
tons or 82,9%. This is 76 400
tons or 49,2% higher than dur-
ing 1995.

According to the final
(audited) import statistics
for calendar year 1996 re-
leased by Customs and Ex-
cise recently, there is a dis-
crepancy of only 0,8% be-

Imports of primary carbon tween the final and the pre-

...BUT DECREASED IN THE
FIRST SIX MONTHS OF 1997
COMPARED TO THE SAME
PERIOD IN 1996

The imports of primary carbon steel products showed a
decreasing trend from January 1996 to June 1997 as de-
picted in the graph below. When the imports during the first
six months of 1997 are compared to those during the same
period in 1996, a decrease of 24,1% is apparent.

Of the 122 200 tons of primary carbon steel products im-
ported during the first six months of 1997, flat products
contributed 98 200 tons or 80,3%. This is 29 500 tons or

Importsof primary carbon steel products -
January 1996 to June 1997
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Imports of primary carbon steel long products contributed 24

10
th
th

0 tons or 19,7% to total primary carbon steel imports during
e first six months of 1997. This is 9 300 tons or 27,8% less
an during the same period in 1996.

Imports of primary carbon steel products for cal-

endar years 1995 and 1996 and the first six
months of 1997 (‘000 tons).
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During 1996, South African imports of primary steel originated
(in order of magnitude) in the following countries:

Germany, United Kingdom, Japan, France, Brazil, Bel-
gium, Sweden, Zimbabwe, Spain and ltaly.

EXPORTS INCREASED FROM 1995
TO 1996 BUT DECREASED IN THE
FIRST SIX MONTHS OF 1997
COMPARED TO THE FIRST SIX
MONTHS OF 1996

The exports of primary carbon steel products showed a decreas-

Exportsof primary carbon steel products -
January 1996 to June 1997

('000 TON¢




Page 3

Steelnews

During 1996, South Africa exported primary steel products to
112 countries of which the following countries (in order of
magnitude) were our most important trading partners:

ing trend from January 1996 to June 1997 as depicted in the
graph on the previous page. The exports of primary carbon steel
products reported by the members of the Institute increased

by 9,5% from 1995 to 1996. . . .
y ° Taiwan, United States, Korea, Hong-Kong, Thailand,

. Italy, Pakistan, United Kingdom, Malaysia and Singa-
Of the 2 846 000 tons of primary carbon steel products ex- y 9 4 9

ported during 1996, flat products contributed 1 194 600 tons or
42,0%, which is 58 000 tons or 5,1% less than during 1995. Exports of primary carbon steel products re-
ported by the primary steel producers for cal-
endar years 1995 and 1996 and the first six

months of 1997 (‘000 tons).

Exports of primary carbon steel long products represented
1 651 400 tons or 58,0% of total primary carbon steel products
exported during 1996. This is 189 300 tons or 12,9% more than
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SALES TO INDUSTRIAL GROUPS - SLIGHT CHANGE FROM 1996

As was the case in 1995, merchants were the biggest local trading partner of the primary steel industry in 1996, buying 40,2% of
total local sales (41,8% during the first six months of 1997), followed by the plate and sheet metal works industry (except tin-
ware) with 11,0% (11,2% during the first six months of 1997) as depicted in the tables and graphs to follow.
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